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remains the State religion, Christianity is allowed to be
preached and practised without any restrictions. To
Bishop Pallegoix, for many years head of the French
missions in Siam, science is indebted for some of the
most valuable contributions to the history and ethnology
of that State.

The Government of Aimain is or was so far absolute
that the whole authority was centred in the emperor,
and emanated from him. The sovereign had his privy
council, besides a ministry for the administration of justice,
a war office, a ministry of public worship, a board of
works, and a home and foreign office. But all this
machinery of government has lost its significance since
Annani has, by the treaties of 1874 and 1885, become a
dependent State now administered by France.

The ancient kingdom of Cambodia in 1864 accepted
the French protectorate. The two provinces of Battam-
bang and Angkor, seized by the Siamese in the nineteenth
century, but the occupation of 'Which had never been
acknowledged by Cambodia, were finally ceded to France
by the treaty of 1907, when the new boundary-line
was fixed between the two States. Thus were restored
to Cambodia the two historical provinces, in which are
situated the ancient capital, Angkor, and most of the
grand monuments of former Cambodian culture.

The king of Cambodia was formerly absolute master
of the life and property of his subjects, as well as of all
the land. The only check to his despotism were certain
long-established usages, combined with the fear of causing
troubles which might require the intervention of the
French. The French did interfere, and the present king,
Sisowath, who succeeded his deposed brother, Norodom,
is now a mere pensioner of France. For administrative
purposes the kingdom is divided into five dey or depart-
ments, and fifty-seven Jehet or districts, the dey being